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The RSC offices are located on the 
traditional unceded territory of the 
Algonquin nation. From coast to coast to 
coast, we are grateful to acknowledge the 
ancestral and unceded territory of the Inuit 
and First Nation and Métis peoples and the 
dozens of languages and cultures that enrich 
what many call Turtle Island.



The objects and purposes of the RSC are: To 
serve Canada and Canadians by recognizing 
Canada’s leading intellectuals, scholars, 
researchers and artists and, by mobilizing 
them in open discussion and debate, to 
advance knowledge, encourage integrated 
interdisciplinary understandings and address 
issues that are critical to Canada and 
Canadians.



In a time of widespread scientific and 
technological change, demographic 
transformation, political reconfiguration, and 
cultural diversification, how can leading thinkers 
come together to help make a better future?

When this question was posed in the 
industrializing and urbanizing 1870s, a 
concerned group of highly respected Canadians 
under the leadership of the Governor General 
began imagining a collective effort to help 
society benefit from enhanced knowledge of 
the past and present.



From the outset, the RSC sought to create “a 
working body, not a purely honorary institution” to 
give life to its mandate, at home and around the 
world through specific initiatives to  
advance Canada.



In order to establish the foundation for multiple 
initiatives, the RSC elects Fellows and Members while 

also making awards to highlight specific exceptional 
achievements.

There are currently 2558 RSC Fellows.

The RSC College recognizes individuals who have 
begun demonstrating leading scholarly, research or 

artistic excellence within 15 years of having completed 
their post-doctoral program or its equivalent. Members 

of the College are elected for a period of seven years. 

There are currently 401 Members of the College.

The RSC administers over 20 prestigious awards, 
most of which honor those at various career stages in 

recognition of outstanding achievement.



Guided by its enduring mission and led by the Board 
of Directors and Council, the RSC has made important 
advancements in recent years by pursuing inclusive 
excellence for societal benefit. These advancements 
have also created new opportunities that can now be 
seized. 

With an engaged membership base, strong 
foundations in governance, a steadfast community 
of Institutional Members, and strong strategic 
partnerships, it is now time to take next steps, 
together, in three key priority areas for the period 
2023-2025.



Since 1882, building a broad research community through the 
recognition of excellence has been the core mission of the 
RSC. Five years ago, the RSC launched a multi-year initiative 
to advance inclusive excellence across disciplines, across 
generations and across knowledge systems, including a focus 
on understanding the RSC’s historical role in colonization and 
next steps in reconciliation. The RSC now has an opportunity 
to take next steps toward leading the world in advancing 
inclusive excellence. In the 21st century, this requires a focus on 
reconciliation and the need for diverse perspectives in research.

This priority also includes the need for broader communications, 
deepened engagement with public institutions, and robust 
regional activities in order to strengthen ties with communities 
the RSC serves. 

Next Steps in this priority area include:

1. Guided by Council, implementing outcomes of the 
Report of the Committee on Membership including the 
12 recommendations of the RSC Working Group on 
Knowledge Systems.

2. Building out the At-Risk and Displaced Academics and 
Artists programme, which will recognize and support 
researchers displaced to Canada who have made 
outstanding intellectual accomplishments in the arts, 
humanities, social sciences, or sciences.

3. Hosting in-person and virtual gatherings throughout 
Canada in coordination with partners and regional hubs 
that emphasize inclusivity in all aspects of their design.

I     E Inclusive ExcellenceInclusive Excellence
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Impacts of COVID-19 in Racialized Communities

Impacts of COVID-19 in Racialized Communities
May 2021

An RSC Collection of Essays

Early in 2020, the RSC launched a major initiative 
to mobilize independent expertise to support 
Canada’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Since then, over 700 Canadians, 200 publications, 
30 peer-reviewed Policy Briefings, 250,000 report 
downloads, and the world’s only partnership between 
a national academy and a national newspaper have 
contributed knowledge and advice domestically 
and internationally. The impact of the RSC during 
the COVID-19 pandemic has vividly demonstrated 
the RSC’s role as a rallying point for independent 
expertise and its capacity to flourish in partnership. 
In the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic, for 
example, the provision of independent expertise 
from the RSC community – across disciplines and 
across generations – contributed to a near-doubling 
of the readership of The Globe and Mail, from 7 
million unique visits a month to 14 million. A Globe/
RSC series of virtual town halls on COVID-19 vaccines 
attracted over 10,000 Canadians. 

I     E Independent ExpertiseIndependent Expertise
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Impacts of COVID-19 in Racialized Communities

Impacts of COVID-19 in Racialized Communities
May 2021

An RSC Collection of Essays

i
An RSC Policy Briefing

Children and Schools During COVID-19 

and Beyond: Engagement and Connection 

Through Opportunity

August 2021

An RSC Policy Briefing

Easing the Disruption of COVID-19: Supporting the Mental Health of the People of Canada
October 2020

An RSC Policy Briefing

i
Time to be Counted: COVID-19 and Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

Time to be Counted:  
COVID-19 and Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities

June 2021

An RSC Policy Briefing

i

Strengthening a One Health Approach to Emerging Zoonoses

Strengthening A One Health Approach to Emerging ZoonosesJune 2022

An RSC Policy Briefing

COVID-19 and Indigenous Health and Wellness: 

Our Strength is in our Stories

December 2020

An RSC Collection of Stories

A Virtual Exhibition and Vernissage

Engaging Creatives: Art in the PandemicFebruary 2021Correctional Services During and 

Beyond COVID-19
January 2021

An RSC Policy Briefing

Next steps in this priority area include:

1. Applying learnings from the RSC Task Force 
on COVID-19 in building out the RSC Task 
Force on One Health and focused initiatives 
on urgent themes.

2. Pursuing strategic engagement toward 
anchoring the provision of independent 
expertise as a critical element of liberal 
democracy in Canada.

3. Enhancing partnerships with The Globe and 
Mail, Canadian Science Publishing, Acfas, 
Let’s Talk Science, and others to ensure 
Canadians of all ages have open access to 
the latest insights and evidence.

4. Continuing to enrich mentoring networks, 
both across generations and research fields, 
for mutual enrichment.



Climate Change Implications, Adaptation 

Climate Change Implications, Adaptation 

and Mitigation Options for Canada

and Mitigation Options for Canada

Conséquences du changement climatique 

Conséquences du changement climatique 

et options d’atténuation pour le Canada

et options d’atténuation pour le Canada

11 / 17 / 2021
11 / 17 / 2021

Pandemic preparedness
and the role of science

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Based on consideration by the Scientific Academies of the G20 countries of how the

experience of the response to COVID-19 might inform pandemic preparedness in the

future, the governments of G20 are urged to undertake the following actions:

1. Promote the creation of a global network of surveillance, with agreed criteria

to:

• Detect emerging unusual clusters of morbidity and mortality that may be the

harbingers of a potential new pandemic by:

- building on existing infrastructures including the global alert and response system

for disease outbreaks;

- promoting enhanced support for systems such as the Epidemic Intelligence from

Open Sources initiative (EIOS);

- developing robust policies and platforms for collating and sharing detailed data -

for example on pathogen genomics.

• Provide molecular epidemiological surveillance for  directly transmitted respiratory

infections (the most dangerous in terms of rapid spread) and bacterial infections in

the context of the spread of antibiotic resistance genes.

• Strengthen the system for worldwide antimicrobial resistance surveillance.

• Advertise, educate and promote support for these, and build capacity and skills for

their use.

The network should be underpinned by the governance, infrastructure and skills to

interpret, analyse and connect across countries, and to learn from international data.

2. Promote the distributed manufacture and delivery of diagnostics, drugs,

vaccines, medical supplies and equipment for:

• Increased technology and manufacturing capability worldwide, but especially in

low and middle-income countries.

• Streamlined regulatory processes for novel diagnostics, drugs and vaccines.

• International regulatory agencies to look at the lessons learned from swift

development of vaccines in the COVID-19 pandemic and ensure new regulatory

processes can be implemented in a timely fashion.

• Provide an international structure to compile and advise on the sensitivity and

specificity of different diagnostic tools.

• Enhance access to new technologies, accounting for intellectual property,

patenting and pricing mechanisms.

3. Launch an Intergovernmental Convention that should:

• Pave the way to the formulation of an International Agreement on Pandemic

Preparedness and Management, as recently proposed by more than 20 world leaders.

• Provide a unique forum to assess the experience of COVID-19 for successes and

failures in global cooperation.

• Discuss the need for incentives and mechanisms to reinforce the International

Health Regulations (2005) that must become a sharper instrument for action and

more timely reporting of potential outbreaks.

JULY 2021
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The Need for aOne Health Approachto Zoonotic Diseases and Antimicrobial Resistance
The health of humans, domestic and wild animals1, plants and 
the wider environment is closely linked and interdependent. The 
disruption of global ecosystems fosters the emergence of human 
pathogens from animal populations and vice versa (zoonotic 
diseases). Furthermore, the most effective means to treat infec-
tious diseases, namely antimicrobial drugs, is losing effectiveness 
due to increasing antimicrobial resistance (AMR), mainly driven 
by misuse of antimicrobials in humans, animals and plants. 
Addressing these problems is a major global challenge, which 
is made more complex by the effects of climate change, human 
population growth, migration and biodiversity loss. Given these 
complexities, there is an urgent need for integrated approaches 
to effectively and sustainably address these global problems, 
taking into account all contributing factors in a comprehensive 
manner: The One Health approach mobilises multiple sectors, 
disciplines and communities at all levels of society to recognise 
the interconnectedness of health and ecosystems, and to work 
together to foster well-being and tackle threats to health.2 
Z oonoses and AMR are two important aspects of One Health.

According to WHO estimates, 75% of emerging human 
infectious diseases are zoonoses.3 Sustained human-to-human 
transmission of zoonotic pathogens (such as bacteria, viruses, 
fungi, parasites or prions) may result from initial spillover(s) 
from animals and cause regional and international outbreaks, 
or global pandemics. The growing number of close contacts 
between animals and humans in agriculture, in households 
and in the natural environment significantly increases the 
risk of animal-to-human and human-to-animal transmission. 
Zoonoses can also cause disruptions in the production and 
trade of animal products for food and other uses, resulting in 
significant economic consequences.
AMR occurs when pathogens become resistant against the drugs 
used to control them. When antimicrobials become ineffective, 
treatment of infectious diseases can be difficult and, in some 
cases, impossible, and the risks of disease spread, severe illness 
and death increases. Antimicrobial-resistant microbes can spread 
between humans, animals and the environment through, for 
example, food, water, aerosol and faeces from antibiotic-treated 

1 The word “animals” in this text means non-human animals.
2 World Health Organization et al., 2021. OHHLEP Annual 

Report 2021, https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-
source/food-safety/onehealth/ohhlep-annual-report-2021.
pdf?sfvrsn=f2d61e40_6&download=true (p. 13).

3 International Livestock Research Institute et al., 2012. Mapping of 
poverty and likely zoonoses hotspots, Zoonoses project 4, Report to 
Department for International Development, UK, https://cgspace.
cgiar.org/bitstream/handle/10568/21161/ZooMap_July2012_final.
pdf (p. 12).

Science7 Academies Statement 2022 

1

JOINT STATEMENT

The Importance of
Languages in

Global Context:
An International Call to Action

American Academy of  Art s  and Sc iences

Br i t i sh  Academy

Academy of  the  Socia l  Sc iences  in  Austra l ia

Austra l ian Academy of  the  Humanit ie s

The Royal  Socie ty  of  Canada

E 
The RSC has a long history of 
collaboration with Academies around 
the world and is the international 
face of scholarship and research in 
Canada in important international 
fora such as the G7 and G20, as well 
as in the InterAcademy Panel and the 
InterAmerican Network of Academies 
of Science. Its membership – across 
disciplines, across generations – 
uniquely positions the RSC to bring 
Canadian perspectives to global issues, 
and to convene global expertise on 
urgent issues. 

I     InternationalInternational

EngagementEngagement



Joint Statement by the National Academies of the G7 States  on Russia’s Attack on Ukraine

The unprovoked attack against Ukraine, a democratic and independent country, 

is a blatant violation of international law and of core values of humanity. The 

Russian invasion is an assault on the fundamental principles of freedom, 

democracy and self-determination, which provide the basis for academic 

freedom and opportunities for scientific exchange and cooperation. 
In this dark hour, our thoughts and deepest sympathy are with the people of 

Ukraine. We are determined to support the National Academy of Sciences of 

Ukraine. We stand in solidarity with the scientific community and the scientists 

in Ukraine. 
We acknowledge the Russian scientists and citizens who are ashamed of this 

attack and speak out against the war. We call on the Russian leadership to immediately cease all military action 

against Ukraine and put an end to this war.

Science7 · 2 March 2022

Jeremy McNeilThe Royal Society
of Canada

Patrick FlandrinAcadémie des sciences
France Roberto AntonelliItalian Accademia  Nazionale dei Lincei

Gerald HaugGerman National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina

Marcia McNuttNational Academy of SciencesUnited States of America

Sir Adrian SmithThe Royal Society United Kingdom

Takaaki Kajita
Science Council 

of Japan
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Social Sciences &  
Humanities 7
COVID-19 Recovery

A series of statements from national social science and humanities 

bodies in the G7 on one of the greatest challenges we face: the COVID-19 

pandemic and our recovery from its impacts.

Overview

The RSC’s continued focus across disciplines and 
across generations in international engagement 
culminated in the first global research summit 
convening Academies of Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Academies of Science and “Young” 
Academies. 

Next steps in this priority area include:

1. Deepening the links with Academies across 
disciplines and across generations around the 
world, as well as with la Francophonie.

2. In partnership with Institutional Members and 
other partners, hosting regular international 
research summits that convene expertise from 
across disciplines and across generations and 
highlight Canadian contributions to a better 
future for all.

3. With a view to advancing reconciliation, 
continue to partner closely with learned 
societies in Australia and New Zealand, and 
with Academies from across disciplines and 
across generations around the world.



In developing annual Action Plans to 
specify next steps for each objective, 
the RSC will benefit from continued 
engagement within and beyond the 

RSC. We invite input at any time. 

We look forward to reporting on the 
results of our efforts and to learning 
from them as we continue pursuing 

our overall strategic objectives.
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