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The RSC offices are located on the
traditional unceded territory of the
Algonquin nation. From coast to coast to
coast, we are grateful to acknowledge the
ancestral and unceded territory of the Inuit
and First Nation and Métis peoples and the
dozens of languages and cultures that enrich
what many call Turtle Island.




The objects and purposes of the RSC are: To
serve Canada and Canadians by recognizing
Canada’s leading intellectuals, scholars,
researchers and artists and, by mobilizing
them in open discussion and debate, to
advance knowledge, encourage integrated
interdisciplinary understandings and address
issues that are critical to Canada and
Canadians.
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In order to establish the foundation for multiple
initiatives, the RSC elects Fellows and Members while m
also making awards to highlight specific exceptional
achievements.

There are currently 2558 RSC Fellows.

The RSC College recognizes individuals who have
begun demonstrating leading scholarly, research or
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artistic excellence within 15 years of having completed
their post-doctoral program or its equivalent. Members
of the College are elected for a period of seven years.

There are currently 401 Members of the College.

The RSC administers over 20 prestigious awards,
most of which honor those at various career stages in
recognition of outstanding achievement.



Guided by its enduring mission and led by the Board
of Directors and Council, the RSC has made important
advancements in recent years by pursuing inclusive

excellence for societal benefit. These advancements
have also created new opportunities that can now be
seized.

With an engaged membership base, strong
foundations in governance, a steadfast community
of Institutional Members, and strong strategic
partnerships, it is now time to take next steps,
together, in three key priority areas for the period
2023-2025.




Inclusive Bxeallence

Since 1882, building a broad research community through the
recognition of excellence has been the core mission of the

RSC. Five years ago, the RSC launched a multi-year initiative

to advance inclusive excellence across disciplines, across
generations and across knowledge systems, including a focus
on understanding the RSC's historical role in colonization and
next steps in reconciliation. The RSC now has an opportunity

to take next steps toward leading the world in advancing
inclusive excellence. In the 21st century, this requires a focus on
reconciliation and the need for diverse perspectives in research.

This priority also includes the need for broader communications,
deepened engagement with public institutions, and robust
regional activities in order to strengthen ties with communities
the RSC serves.

Next Steps in this priority area include:

1.

Guided by Council, implementing outcomes of the
Report of the Committee on Membership including the
12 recommendations of the RSC Working Group on
Knowledge Systems.

Building out the At-Risk and Displaced Academics and
Artists programme, which will recognize and support
researchers displaced to Canada who have made
outstanding intellectual accomplishments in the arts,
humanities, social sciences, or sciences.

Hosting in-person and virtual gatherings throughout
Canada in coordination with partners and regional hubs
that emphasize inclusivity in all aspects of their design.
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Early in 2020, the RSC launched a major initiative

to mobilize independent expertise to support
Canada’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Since then, over 700 Canadians, 200 publications,

30 peer-reviewed Policy Briefings, 250,000 report
downloads, and the world’s only partnership between
a national academy and a national newspaper have
contributed knowledge and advice domestically

and internationally. The impact of the RSC during

the COVID-19 pandemic has vividly demonstrated
the RSC's role as a rallying point for independent
expertise and its capacity to flourish in partnership.

In the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic, for
example, the provision of independent expertise
from the RSC community — across disciplines and
across generations — contributed to a near-doubling
of the readership of The Globe and Mail, from 7
million unique visits a month to 14 million. A Globe/
RSC series of virtual town halls on COVID-19 vaccines
attracted over 10,000 Canadians.



Next steps in this priority area include:

1.

Applying learnings from the RSC Task Force
on COVID-19 in building out the RSC Task
Force on One Health and focused initiatives
on urgent themes.

Pursuing strategic engagement toward
anchoring the provision of independent
expertise as a critical element of liberal
democracy in Canada.

Enhancing partnerships with The Globe and
Mail, Canadian Science Publishing, Acfas,
Let’s Talk Science, and others to ensure
Canadians of all ages have open access to
the latest insights and evidence.

Continuing to enrich mentoring networks,
both across generations and research fields,
for mutual enrichment.

Children and Schools During COVID-19.
and Beyond: Engagement and Connection
Through Opportunity

August 2021

AnRSC Policy Brigfing
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OVID-19 and Indigenous Health and Wellness:
Our Strength is in our Stories

December 2020

An RSC Collection of Stories

Time to be Counted:
COVID-19 and Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities
June 2021

AnRSC Policy Briefing
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Engacement

The RSC has a long history of
collaboration with Academies around
the world and is the international
face of scholarship and research in
Canada in important international
fora such as the G7 and G20, as well
as in the InterAcademy Panel and the
InterAmerican Network of Academies
(‘ of Science. Its membership - across
4 disciplines, across generations —
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The RSC'’s continued focus across disciplines and
across generations in international engagement
culminated in the first global research summit
convening Academies of Social Sciences and
Humanities, Academies of Science and “Young”
Academies.

Next steps in this priority area include:

1. Deepening the links with Academies across
disciplines and across generations around the
world, as well as with la Francophonie.

2. In partnership with Institutional Members and
other partners, hosting regular international
research summits that convene expertise from
across disciplines and across generations and
highlight Canadian contributions to a better
future for all.

3. With a view to advancing reconciliation,
continue to partner closely with learned
societies in Australia and New Zealand, and
with Academies from across disciplines and
across generations around the world.
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The Royal Society of Canada
Walter House

282 Somerset Street West
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0J6
WWW.rsc-src.ca
613-991-6990

La Société royale du Canada
Maison Walter
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Ottawa (Ontario) K2P 0J6
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